%
90

Of individuals believe they are
more engaged when a presentation
incorporates a strong narrative.

Engage your audience and keep them fixed on your
presentation by incorporating a story. Have them hanging off
your every word with captivating content!

%
55

of people say a great story is
primarily what holds their
focus during a presentation.

Implement a story throughout your presentation
in order to hold your audience’s focus and ensure
they are rapt the whole time. You need to ensure
your content is heroed throughout your story to
increase engagement! Make sure your audience
is at the centre of your story and nurture their
journey into supporting your ideas.

%
46

of presenters feel that the
hardest part of creating a
successful presentation
is crafting a compelling story.

We say it time and time again, content is king!
Having the right content, whilst keeping your
audience at the centre of your focus allows you to
think about their needs, wants and desires, which
will help you find a connection. Once you have this
connection, developing a story around your idea,
with your audience in mind, becomes easier.

%
35

Of millennials say that they will
only engage with content they
feel has a great story or theme.

This is why finding a connection with your audience
through incorporating a story is so imperative when
presenting. Having this demographic in mind when
you develop your story will ensure you engage
millennials and hold their attention.

Experts estimate that

30 million
Powerpoint Presentations
are created everyday.

This number is only ever going to increase. So in order to stand out from
the crowd, you must develop a highly visual and engaging presentation
that is tailored to your audience and communicated accordingly. Ensuring
attention is paid to each component will guarantee your audience follows
you through your whole presentation, and ensure you leave a lasting
impression.

4/5

of professionals said they shifted
their focus away from the
presenter during the last
presentation they attended.
Let’s face it, maintaining your audience’s attention is no
easy task. Although by implementing an array of
techniques throughout your presentation can help you
increase and maintain engagement throughout! Also,
think about your delivery and how you use tone, gesture
and body language to motivate your audience!

70%

of marketers believe that
presenting interactive content is
key for engaging your audience.
One critical way you can ensure your audience is invested in your
presentation is by involving them directly. An interactive
presentation will help solidify your connection with the audience
when incorporating your story. This can be done by asking
questions, encouraging social media posts etc.

68%

of people believe that
interactive presentations
are more memorable

Interactive presentations ensure that your content is
memorable and leaves an impression on your
audience. This is because your audience feels more
invested in your content, ultimately building a personal
connection with them.

65%

of people are more easily
persuaded by presentations that
incorporate two-way interaction.

Adopting a two-way interaction in your
presentations are more likely to increase your
audience persuasion, as they feel as though they
have contributed directly to your idea. This
increases the chance of your audience adopting
your ideas and influencing them in support of your
vision.

Presentations with visual aids are

43%

more persuasive than the same
presentations without visuals.

Presentations involving visual aids are guaranteed to
make more of an impact than those without. This is
because audience members are more engaged when
viewing and pairing a visual representation to what the
speaker saying. Remembering to ‘Think Visually’ is critical
when developing your presentation to increase audience
persuasion. Visual aids can be in the form of slide decks,
reports, and handouts that you can pass around to the
audience prior to your presentation.

%
84.3
Of presenters this year said they
crafted presentation slides that
were highly-visually focused.

When presenting with a slideshow, make sure the slides are
highly visual, with little text. The aim of these slides is to
accompany the presenter’s words, not to reiterate exactly what is
said. Use slide deck and handouts if you would like to print off
your content for your audience to read after the presentation.

Audience members should be able to
take in your slide and its meaning

within 3 seconds.
When making your slide as visually representative as possible,
it’s equally as important not to overdo it. Your slides must be
recognisable within 3 seconds of looking at it to maintain your
audience’s understanding of your presentation.

1

Only include one idea per slide to
make sure your presentation is
comprehensible to audience members.

Making your slides more visually identifiable can be
achieved by only including 1 idea per slide.
This will ensure your text and visuals are acute and
succinct enough to be easily recognizable and understood
by your audience.

Even more specifically, include

only 1 statistic
per slide in order to make
an impact with your data.

Dealing with data and statistics can be difficult
when communicating them to your audience.
Ensuring you use 1 statistic per slide and
engaging your audience visually can increase
their understanding significantly and is more
likely to accentuate that statistic to make an
impact!

Shorter presentations
are more effective
than longer ones; poor performing investment
presentations were 12 pages longer than ones
that performed well.

When developing a pitch deck, it’s important you make it as succinct and
exciting as possible. Investors will get distracted if you drone on and drag
out your content for too long. Think of the last pitch you sat through; did you
find yourself scanning the room for distractions? The right pitch with the
right content and design is imperative to influence your audience to act and
invest in you.

